Directions:  Please answer these questions to the best of your ability and post them to your weebly.  Write at least 3-4 sentences in response.  You may write more if you like.

The most poignant aspect of this chapter is the irony of Ishmael finding his family only to lose them once more before he even can see them or say goodbye.  Have you ever experienced something ironic?  Please explain. 

Examples:  Think of the Altanis Morissette song: An old man turned ninety-eight, he won the lottery and died the next day.   It's a death row pardon, two minutes too late.  Has this ever happened to you?

I don’t remember anything ironic that has happened to me in my life. But I know that irony means when you think something is going to happen but it goes the complete other direction.
The Deus ex machine is a plot device used when someone appears “out of the blue” to help a character overcome a seemingly insolvable difficulty.  It literally means God by way of machine referring to the Greek tragedies where a crane was used to lower actors playing god onto the stage.  It’s also generally considered a poor storytelling technique.  Ishmael’s ability to once again escape the rebels is almost like this literary device.  Do you think Ishmael’s luck will eventually run out?  Explain why or why not.
I think one of these days Ishmael is going to run into the rebels. Not only because it’s the story of him being a child soldier but because this isn’t a fictional story.
